1HAVE recently noticed, in
" an Essay on the Human
Ear," by Mr. Wright of Bristol, objections to the operation of puncturing the membrana tympani in those cases of deafness which arise from obstruction of the eustachian tubes; and a dissent from the conclusion drawn in my observations on some particular states of the organ of hearing, which were published in the Medical Repository for October 18l7? in those Cases where the faculty of hearing continues after the membrana tympani is destroyed, and the ossicula auditus have come away. In these particular instances, I suppose that the membrana fenestrae ovalis must remain entire ; otherwise, the aqueous contents of the labyrinth would escape, whereby all power of hearing is completely destroyed. In reply to which, this gentleman argues in a manner somewhat singular:?" Now, when, from scarlatina or cynanche tonsillaris, the bones come away with the membrana tympani, it arises from the ulceration that affects the whole membranous lining of the mouth and pharynx; and this lining being continued, and extending itself down the eustachian tube into the cavity of the tympanum, the diseased action must be general; and, the stapes being fixed by fine membranous filaments into the cavity of the fenestra ovalis, which are destroyed by the have given at the commencement of these observations, it will be seen that* he also has in consideration the ulceration that affects the whole membranous lining of the mouth and pharynx: it is from the latter cause that he observes, u the ulceration is so extensive that it mostly produces the effects I have just mentioned j" and these effects are (it will be found on examining the above extract) ulceration extending from the throat along the eustachian tube and over the cavity of the tympanum, thus destroying its membranes, and
